
74

The past simple describes events that happened  
at a definite time in the past, or the state of  
things at a particular point in time. 

New language  The past simple of “to be”

Vocabulary  Jobs, town, and life events

New skill  Talking about past states

KEY LANGUAGE THE PAST SIMPLE OF “TO BE”

HOW TO FORM THE PAST SIMPLE OF “TO BE”

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE PAST SIMPLE OF “TO BE”

Any action that 
happened and was 
completed in the 
past can be 
described in the past 
simple. The past 
simple of “to be”  
is “was” or “were.”

The past simple  
of “to be” changes  
with the subject.

Talking about the past

This is the present simple.

This is the  
past simple.

This is a definite  
time in the past.

SUBJECT REST OF SENTENCE“TO BE”
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE

READ THE EMAIL AND  
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO  
AND MATCH THE EVENTS TO  
THE YEARS

Chat Radio give the answers to  
their “That Was The Day” quiz.
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KEY LANGUAGE “WAS” / “WERE” NEGATIVES

KEY LANGUAGE “WAS” / “WERE” QUESTIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES “WAS” / “WERE” NEGATIVES AND QUESTIONS

As in the present 
simple, use “not”  
to form negative 
statements in  
the past simple. 

To ask questions 
about the past 
using the verb  
“to be,” swap  
the subject  
and verb.

Add “not” after “was” or “were.”

You can contract these 
negatives to their short forms.

Swap the subject  
and “to be.”

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE
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WRITE QUESTIONS  
BASED ON THE STATEMENTS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO  
AND MARK WHAT EACH BUILDING 
WAS USED FOR IN THE PAST

USE THE CHART TO CREATE 15 CORRECT SENTENCES AND SAY THEM  
OUT LOUD

Start with a 
pronoun.

Choose the 
correct form  
of the verb.

Choose a noun. Finish with  
a time.

CHECKLIST

 The past simple of “to be”   Jobs, town, and life events   Talking about past states  

A tour guide is talking about  
the history of some old buildings.
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